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Gentlemen, 


HE following Sermon, be- 
wing Publiſh'd at Your Requeſt, 
ſhou'd have been Dedicated to You, 
had it been only in Compliance 
with the Mode. But the Zeal there- 
in expreſſed for the Legal Rights of 
the Subject, and for our Preſent E- 
ſtabliſhment as founded thereon, and 
for the Perſonal Intereſt of His Ma- 
jeſty King GEORGE, being 
That which induced You to deſire 
the Publication of It; I think my 
ſelf obliged to let the World know 
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DEDICATION. 


as much, That ſo You may be no 
ways anſwerable for its Faults; and 
that Your Example may become ſer- 
viceable for the promoting of True 
Loyalty in the County of Bucks, I 
hope too, that the Sermon it ſelf, 
having been favorably receiv'd from 
the Pulpit, will be read with Can- 
dour and without Prejudice: I am 
ſure, there's nothing in It to give 
Offence, unleſs it be to His Maſeliys 
Irreconcileable Enemies; and it 
wou'd be a very great Satisfaction to 
me, if It ſhou'd have the Good For- 
tune to bring back but ſo much as One 
Erring Subject into the Intereſt of our 
King and Country, and of that moſt 
Worthy Patriot ro whoſe Favour It 
owes its Birth. I am, with all due 
Reſpect, 27 


GENTLEMEN, 
Tour moſt Obedient 


„ Humble Servant, © 


>. 


ö 8 
- 


<>], WRIGHT. 


1 Pet. 2. the laſt part of the 17th Verſe. 
Honour the King. 


7 777 7 IS certainly one of the greateſt Ad- 
vantages ariſing from Civil Govern- 
: ment, that it ſubjects Men's Actions 
do the Direction and Influence of 
= Penal Laws: For ſuch in truth are 
the Vices and Paſſions of Men, ſo great their 
Ambition, and ſo ſtrong their Inclinations to 
Injuſtice and Revenge, that were they not to be 
curb'd and reſtrain d within ſome reaſonable 
Bounds by the fear of Temporal Puniſhments, 
Mankind wou'd ſoon fall into a miſerable ſtate 
of Confuſion and War. 
But how good ſoever Laws may be in them- 
ſelves, and oe great ſoever the Penalties an- 
nex'd to the Breach of em; to render 'em 
effectual for the ſuppreſſing of Evil doers, they 
muſt be carefully executed in the Puniſhment 
of All Such: So that if we have any Conſide- 
ration of the Bleſſings of Society, and deſire 
to lead quiet and peaceable libes; we can't avoid 
thinking our ſelves oblig'd to promote (accord- 
ing to our Station and Abilities) the due Exe- 
cution of our Laws; and in order thereto, to 
reſpec and reverence Thoſe whoſe immediate 
care and buſineſs it is to attend on that Work: 
For notwithſtanding the Greatneſs of theit 
B Power, 
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Power, they are not able to perform ſo large a 


_ Truſt without the Aſſiſtance of Others; and 


that, we ſec, is always given or withheld, ac- 


- cording to the Opinion Thoſe in Authority bear 


Ron. l 3 


among the People. Wherefore, any ways to 
Leſſen Civil Magiſtrates in the Eyes of their 
Subjects, is undoubtedly a very heinous Offence, 
directly tending to deſtroy the Efficacy of all 
Human Laws, and the very Being of Govern- 
ment; which is enough to let us ſee the Rea- 
ſonableneſs of the Precept contain'd in the 
Fext, that we ſhow'd Honour — Now, 


that we may All be perſuaded ſo to do, let us 
conſider, | 


1. What is meant by the Word King: 
2. Who is King in this Nation; and then, 
3. What Honour is due to Him as Such. 


I. We are to conſider, what is meant by the 
Word King. Tis, generally ſpeaking, of very 
little Uſe to diſpute about the Meaning of 
Words ; and I think, there's no occaſion for 
it in the Caſe before us; For' whether we un- 
derſtand by the Word King, One intruſted on- 
ly with Executive Authority, or the Power of 

utting Laws in Execution; or One having 
Fedde a ſhare in the Legiſlature, or making of 
Laws; or One veſted with the whole Legiſſa- 
tive and Executive Authority); in which ever 
Senſe we underſtand the Word, this ſeems ve- 
ry clear, That what is ſaid of Aings and Rulers 
in the New Teſtament, is ſaid of 'em with 
regard to their Executive Authority, as Perſons 
bearing the Sword of Fuſtice in their Hands. 
Thus St. Paul, when he enjoin'd Subjefion 78 
the bigher Powers, and forbad refifling em, 


plainly 


c 


* 
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wage did it with reſpect to thoſe Rulers, who 

d the Power of the Sword to execute Wrath : 

So; that the Duty he exhorted the Roman Chri- 

ſtians to praftiſe, and about which ſo much 

Duſt has been rais'd, was clearly this, That They, 

as private Perſons, ſhou'd Obey, and by no 

means oppdſe their Rulers or Governours inthe 
Execution of the Municipal Laws of that | 
State. The ſame Apoſtle, directing Supplica- 1 Tim. 2. 
tions and Prayers, and giving of Thanks to bei. 
made for all Men, and in particular for Kings, 

and for all that are in Authority, ſubjoins this 
Reaſon for it, That we may lead a quiet and 
peaceable Life in all Godlineſ5, and Honeſty; as if 

he had faid, „ That they finding us Chriſtians 

& Faithful and Obedient Subjects, no ways 

& diſpos'd to diſturb Them she Execution of 

de their Office, may thereby be induc'd to let 

Us alone, and permit us peaceably to enjo 

& our Religion and Civil Rights. So likewiſe 

St. Peter, where he bids Chriſtians ſubmit them- 1 Pet. 2. 


ſelves to every Ordinance of Man, whether it be 


to the King as Supreme, or unto Governours as 
#nto them that are ſent by him, enforces the Du- 
ty with this Conſideration, that they are /ent 
or appointed by the Xing, in His ſtead, for the 
Puniſhment of Evil doers, and for the Praiſe of 
them that do well. Tis evident therefore, that 


the Honour the Text directs to be given to the 


King, is due to every Perſon who has the Ex- 
ecutive Authority, tho' he be not concern'd in 
the making of Laws; and conſequently is un- 
deniably due to that Perſon in this Nation, 
who, under the Title of King, beſides the Ex- 
ecutive has a Share of the Legiſlative Autho- 
rity lodg'd in him, and that by the full Power 
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and Conſent of the whole Legiſlature it ſelf. 


Which brings us to conſider, _ POT 

I. ho that Perſon is; and one wou'd think is 
ſhou'd be eaſily known to be His Majeſty King 
GEORGE : He, who enjoys. the Crown by 
virtue of an Entail made thereof on the late 
Princeſs Sophia and her Proteſtant Heirs 3 made 
with the Unanimous Concutrrence of all the 
Parts of the Legiſlature, freely and yoluntarilyy 
without any Intrigues % une dealings to 
procure the ſame; and made with. the wi mg 
Conſent and Approbation of almoſt the whole 
Collective Body of the People: te too, whole 
Right has been conſtantly allow and zealouſſy 
declar'd for by all Parties in the Nation (that of 
the few profeſs'd Jacobites excepted) in their 


numerous Addreſſes to the Throne; and by 


the moſt ſolemn Appeals to Heaven in Confir- 
mation of the Truth and Sincerity of Mens 
Profeſſions to ſupport and maintain the ſaid Set- 


tlement and Entail of the Crown. Which, 


tho" not of ſuch irreſiſtible Force as to lay Men 


under an abſolute Neceſſity of adhering always 


to that Settlement; yet certainly is eno to 
make every Honeſt Man think Pimlelf bound 
in Conſcience to do ſo, till he fiods himſelf 
relcas'd by a clear and ſtrong Conviction of 
its being Unjuſt: The Conviction, 1 ſay, muſt 
be clear and ſtrong, founded on a ſerious En- 

uiry and Examination in the Truth of things : 
For ſince Government is ſo neceſſary to 


Peace and e of Mankind, it muſt needs 


be a grievous Sin to diſturb or overturn any 


Rightful Settlement; and ſuch a Sin as can't 
be excus'd by Humour or Petty Piques taken 
up againſt His Majeſty, on idle and malicious 

| Reports, 
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4 or through vain Surmiſes of imagina- 
ry Evils to come. 5 
If then our preſent Settlement be not ſtrict- 

Juſt, 'tis becauſe it is inconſiſtent with the 

aws either of God or Man; and that, with 
reſpect to the Laws of God, muſt appear by 
Reaſon or Revelation. Bur fince All Men par- 
take of the Same Nature, and as Such therefore 
are born Equal into the World; there can be 
no Reaſon, why One ſhou'd have Dominion 
over the Reſt withour their Confent : On the 
contrary, Government being intended for the 
General Good of Thoſe who compoſe the So- 
ciety; tis moſt reaſonable They ſhou'd appoint 
their own Governors, and under what Re- 
ſtraints and Limitations they judge Beſt. 
Some indeed have affected to deduce the Form 
and Succeſſion of Government from Adam as 
Abſolute Monarch of the Whole Earth. But 
if (as they ſay) he was conſtiruted ſuch by Cre- 
ation, orby being the Firſt Man; then no One 
after him Lavin that Title, bis Monarchy ne- 
ceſſarily ended with his Life. If Fatherhood gave 
Him Civil Authority over his Children, then 
all Fathers muſt have a Right to the Same; 
which deſtroying all the Governments now in 
Being, will inſtead of em erect as many others 
as there are Fathers in the World, i. e. will in 
effect leave no Civil Government at all. But 
ſuppoſing Adam to have been Univerſal Mo- 
narch, tho' we know not how he came to be 
ſo; I ask on Whom did his Monarchy devolve 
after his Death? On all his Sons in Common ? 
That wou'd have turn'd Mankind into one 
Huge Commonwealth. But if his Monarchy 
deſcended to his Eldeſt Son only, and fo none 
but the Eldeſt could ever after have a Right to 
. B 3 ſucceed 
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ſucceed; then there can be but One Rightfu 
Monarchy in the World, belonging to that 

moſt mighty and irreſiſtible Monarch, Adam's 

Heir in a direct Line: Whom, when we 

know, we may fall down and do him Homage; 

but 'till then, we can't think our ſelves diſ- 
charg'd by ſuch idle Whims from the Duty and 
Allegiance we owe and have ſworn to our pre- 

ſent moſt Excellent King. | 

If we have Recourſe to the Authority of Scrip- 

ture, we are indeed told by the Spirit of Truth, 

Rom. 13. That all Power is from God; and that the Powers 
which be, are ordained of God. But who of 

Right ſhou'd have the Power, whether of ma- 

king or of executing Laws, is not ſo much as 

once hinted at in _ New Teſtament ; unleſs 

1 Pet. 2. it be by St. Peter, who expreſly calls every Ma- 
giſtrate, the King, as well as ſubordinate Gover- 

nours, the Ordinance or Creature of Man. W here- 

fore finding nothing taught by Chriſt, or his 
Apoſtles, inconſiſtent wich His Majeſty's Title 

to our Crown; let us look back on the Old Te- 
ſtament, to ſee what we can meet with there. 

What paſs'd before the Flood, is ſo imper- 

fectly related, that it don't appear, whether 

there was then any Civil Government at all, 

or no: There ſeems to have been none for ma- 

ny Years; otherwiſe Cain, mov'd with the 
Confrioutnch of Guilt in killing his Brother, 

wou'd have expreſs'd his Fear of the Magiſtrate, 

Sen. 4. 14. and not (as he did) that every one that found 
bim, wou d ſlay him: And if God's giving Man- 

Gen. 1. 38. kind Dominion over the Works > his Hands 
Pial.8. made Adam a Monarch; ſo is every Man now 
living upon the face of the Earth. But whe- 

Gen, 6.4. ther thoſe mighty Men afterwards mention'd, 
: which were f old Menof Renown, had ay Civil 
| WEE Fo | Autho- 
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Authority, or what, or how they came by it, 
is left to us now entirely in the Dax. 


When the Flood was over, God 22 Noah Gen. 9. 


and his Sons, and ſaid unto Them, be fruitful and 
multipiy and repleniſh the Barth, telling t hem 
withal, That every Beaſt of the Earth, and every 
Fowl of the Air, all that moveth on the Earth, 
and all the Fiſhes of the Sea, were delivered into 
Their Hands. W hich Grant, whatever it con- 
vey'd, convey'd it to Noah and his Sons in com- 
mon; and ſo cou'd by no means lay a Founda- 
tion for Superiority among em. That it did 
not, is further evident from the ſequel of the 
Story, wherein we read of a great many Inde- 
pendent Societies proceeding from Noah's Sons; 
and it was the very Deſign and neceſſary Effect 
of confounding their Language at Babel, to 
diſperſe em over the Earth in | as diſtinct In- 
dependent Tribes. But tho' God was pleas'd 
to order That, we don't find the leaſt Intima- 
tion of His interpoſing to ſet up Rulers among 
dem; which therefore muſt be underſtood to 
have been left to their Own Choice. 1 
Indeed, conſidering the great Number of 
States and Kingdoms we ſoon after read of, tis 
very probable that they aroſe out of that Au- 
thority, which every Head or Maſter of a Fa- 
mily bad over All 1 to it, whether 
Children, or Brethren, or Servants: For when 
ſome, — the influence of their Lufts and 
Paſſions, firſt began to injure others of the Fa- 


mily; there being then no Civil Magiſtrate to 
puniſh ſuch Offenders, it was done, very like- 
ly, by the Maſter with the Conſent and Aſſiſt- 
ance of the Reſt. But when Offenders grew 
more numerous, and Ambition and the Love of 
Power got poſſeſſion of Men's Hearts, it ſoon 
B 4 bccame 
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became impractieable for fo many diſtin& Fa- 
milies to ſubſiſt in that Imperfe& State: Some 
therefore Freely for mutual Protection and De- 
ps, and ſome (it may be) through Conſtrai 


united into larger Companies or Societies; and 
Thoſe of theFirit ſort at leaft, choſe their own 
Rulers, to govern according to ſuch known Cu- 
floms as they then had, or ſhou'd afterwards 
take up. And with this Account agree the an- 
cient Hiſtories of Mankind; and particularly 
we are aſſur'd by Ce/ar and Tacitus, That the 
Northern People, from whom We and our 
Conſtitution ate deriv'd, ly'd- in ſuch Petty 
Free State. WAL 

But however ſome Perſons may be able, by 
the help of a ſtrong Inclination, to ſhuffle that 
Truth out of their Minds, this is notorious, 
that God no Where appears in the Old Tefta- 
et, to have concern d himſelf in the orderi 
of any Government, till He 8 the Hrae- 
lite out of Egypt under the Conduct of Moſes. 
Then He indeed took on Himſelf the Office of 
Supreme Latu-giver, and by the Mediation of 


Aoſes gave a compleat Body of Laws to that 


People: But then the Execution of 'em, and 
the making Proviſion on Extraordinary Occa- 
ions, were left to the Care and Management 
of their own Magiſtrates, che Great Council 
of Seventy, and the General Aſſemblies of Al 
the Tribes; and fo they continued for ſeve 

Ages as Free a People as ever liv'd in the World. 
Being however deſirous to have a Head or Lea- 
der among em, they choſe divers Perſons (after 
the death of Mo/es and Foſoua) for that purpoſe, 
who were ſtile Judges ; whom they choſe with- 
out — the leaſt Reſpect to Primogeniture, 
or ſo much as admitting any One of their Sons 
OE | N to 
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to ſucceed em in that Poſt. Then living man | 
Ifraet, 


years without either Judge or King in 
after a long Intermiſſion they were again judged 
by. Eli and Samael their High-Priefts; But be- 
ing foon weary of Their Management through 
the corruption of their Sons, they at laſt de- 
ſir d a King to go in and out before m Which Sam. g. 
God Commanding Samuel to comply with em 21. 
in, directed em to the Man, Saul, a Son of the 
leaſt of the Families of the ſmalleſt of the Tribes , 
and after him to David, of the Tribe of Judah, 
and the Voungeſt of his Father's Houfe: He did 
not compel the People to accept either of em, 
having before left em Free to chuſe Any One Deut. . 
from among Themſelves to be their King; and g 
no wonder then, when God Himſelf had given 
'em ſuch Licenſe and Example, there ſhou'd 
appear afterwards ſo little _— to Primoge- 
| | ir Kings. But 


niture in the Succeſſion of t 
how fond ſoever Men may be of their own 
Conceits concerning God's erecting the antient 
Governments of the World; *tis out of Diſpute, 
that not One of em now ſubſiſts, but they have 
All been long ſince deſtroy'd, and new ones ſet 
up (after many and great C and Revo- 
hutions) by the Conſent and Agreement ot 
Men; ſo that for any Perſon to have a Right 

to govern now, it mult be deriv'd to him from 
the Human Conſtitution and Laws of every 

State. | 

This indeed is fo well underftood by Com- 
mon Men, that when towards the latter End 
, of the late Queen's Reign a Deſign was ſet on 
q foot to bring in the Pretender, the Managers 
of that Affair caus'd a large Book to be pub- 

liſh'd, aſſerting his Legal Claim by virtue of an 

Hereditary Right. But Thoſe who * = 
| VS YN onſti« 
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Conftitution, being Free Men, had an un- 
doubted Right to give the Crown to Whom, 
and on What Terms, They pleas d; and therefore, 
with great Reaſon, follow'd the Maxims of the 
Government they were born and bred up un- 
der; which (as we are well afſur'd) were theſe, 
'That no. Laws ſhou'd be made, and no Perſon 
ſucceed to the Crown, without the Conſent 
and Approbation of the Eſtates of the Realm; 
and that if the Perſon they ſet up turn'd Ty- 


rant, and wou'd not Govern according to the 


Laws of the Kingdom, he might and ought to 
be Depos'd, haying forfeited all Right to Go- 
vern, yea even the Name of King. It was in- 
deed another Maxim among our Anceſtors (as 
Tacitus relates) to chuſe their Kings for their Vo- 
bility, thereby to procure em the greater Re- 
verence and Reſpect : So that tho' no one was 
admitted to the Throne without their Conſent, 
yet it was their Cuſtom to take one. out of the 
Royal Family; But by no Act of theirs did they 
oblige themſelves to take Always the next in 
Blood; and in divers Inſtances they actually did 
not. Tis certain our preſent Conſtitution is 
founded on thoſe Maxims; which yet appears 
by our beſt Hiſtorians to have been always the 
Same in the main Branches of it, conformable 
to the Model of all the Gothict Governments 
ſer up in Europe; and we know the Praftice 
(which is the Common Law) of this Nation has 
been agreeable. thereto in all Ages down from 
the Saxon Times. To ſay it ought not to have 
been Such, is to beg the thing in Queſtion, by 
2 the Founders of our Government not 

ave been Free: For if they were, they 


what- 
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whatſoever it was purſuant to the Maxims th 
choſe to follow, ought now to be eſteem'd by 
us as the Good Old Common Law of the Land. In 
ſhort, if our Parliament has not a Right to bind 
and limit the Deſcent of the Crown, it will be 
impoſſible to ſhow there ever has been, or ever 
can be, a Rightful King in this Nation; and 
then His Preſent Majeſty being in Poſſeſſion, 
muſt be allow d to have a Good Title againſt All 
Others who have None at all. But it our Par- 
lament has ſuch a Right, (as it neceſſarily muſt, 
in order to the Being of Rightful Government 
among us z) then it is clear, that the prefent 
Entail of the Crown by Act of Parliament on 
the late Princeſs Sophia and her Proteſtant Heirs, 
in Excluſion of the whole Popiſh Line, is ex- 
ceeding Juſt; and wou'd we but ſeriouſly lay to 
Heart the inevitable Miſeries that wou'd attend 
the Government of a Popiſh Prince, Every Good 
Proteſtant wou'd rejoice to find himſelf ſubje& 
to our preſent moſt Lawful and Rightful Pro- 
teſtant King GzoRGE. Wherefore let us now 
conſider, 6 08s 5 
III. What Honour is due to Him as Such. And, 
1. We ought to Honour Him with our Obe- 
dience. This is ſo apparent in it ſelf, and ma 
ſo eaſily be collected from the Uſefulneſs of Go- 
vernment, that I won't take up any of your 
time in giving Reaſons for it. I beg leave on- 
erve the * we lie under there- 


ly to ob 
to as Chriſtians, And not to inſiſt on what 


St. Paul ſays of praying and giving of thanks for 
ings and all in Authority; nor yet on St. Pe- 
ter's ordering Chriſtians to ſubmit themſelves to 
every Ordinance of Man for the Lord's ſake, 
That famous Paſſage of St. Paul, wherein he Rom. 13. 
requir'd Obediende to the Roman Goren is 
* one 
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alone ſufficierit to ſettle that Point: For ac- 
cording to the true Senſe and Meaning of that 
Paſſage, whenever any Perſon is peaceably veſt- 
ed with Authority, and acts the Part of God's 
Miniſter to his Subjects for their Good; Private 
Perſons (who have no Call to queſtion the 
Rights of Princes) are bound to Obey him, not 


only for Mratb, but alſo for Conſcience ſake ; 


Fam. 12. 


and are forbid (under the Penalty of Damnatj- 
on) to reſiſt the Power or Him in the Executi- 
on of it, the one being the Ordinance and the 
other the Miniſter of God. But if Chriſtians 
were enjoin'd ſuch Obedience ta the Roman 
Governors, and on ſo ſevere a Penalty; dare we 
refuſe Obedience to our preſent moſt Gracious 
Sovereign, who beſides having a Juſt Right to 
Govern, has been truly a Miniſter of God to us 


for our Gosd? He can't be charg'd with the 


Breach of one ſingle Law; nor ſo much as with 
Neglect in contriving to promote the Welfare 
of his Subjects: But has appointed a Set of wor- 


thy and u _ to adminiſter Juſtice 
C 


and a Lord Chancellor, the Beſt we cou'd wiſh, 
to preſide over the Equitable Part. So that his 
Majeſty may juſtly take up SamuePs Defence 
of his Integrity, Vitneſt againſt me before the 
Lord, whoſe Ox have I taten? or whoſe A, 


. have I taken? or whom have I defrauded ? whom 


have I oppreſs'd ? or of whoſe hand have I re- 
ceiv'd any Bribe to blind mine Eyes therewith ? 
The only Inſtance of Complaint againſt his 
Majeſty for any ney of that Nature, is, that 
of a great number of Traytors He caus'd Some 
to be executed for Example fake: Which as it 
was highly reafonable, and even neceſſary to be 
done; ſo Thoſe, who ſuffer'd, ſhow'd by their 
dying Speeches, that they no ways eds”. 

| | ives 
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Lives at His Hands. W hat is farther remarka- 
ble, that Complaint was rais'd and propagated 
by a Popiſh Faction, which never yet ſhow'd 
08 to any one; but when Opportunity ſerv'd, 
roke down the ſtrongeſt Fences of Juſtice to 

came at the Lives of Innocent Men. 
The Truth is, ſome Perſons being diſplac'd 
by his. Majeſty on his firſt coming to the Crown, 
all poſſible Means were preſently us'd to raiſe 
in the N a diſcontented Humour againſt 
Him; nothing being ſo good a Preparative 
thereto, as to give em a Mean and Contempti- 
Opinion of Him, no Lies, no Slanders, no 
umnies were wanted for that End. Which 
having had their deſir'd Effect, then Fears and 


Jealouſies were to be infus'd by the Pretence of 


the Church's Danger, thereby to exaſperate and 
provoke em to So molt deſperate Attempts 
and to make that Danger appear very Great, 
*tis-marvellous to think what Lies were told, 
nd how they were credited by weak ignorant 

cople. N 7 
But wou'd the moſt inveterate Enemies Kin 
GronGe has, ſcriouſly conſider, what 
Grounds they had to take up ſo much Diſplea- 
fure againſt Him, they wou'd ſoon be convinc'd 
of the great Unreaſonableneſs of it: They 
wou'd ſee and acknowledge (as well as Foreign 
Princes and People) His Many Royal Virtues z 
and wou'd be willing to confeſs their own Fol- 
ly and Ingratitude, in having aſpers'd and revil'd 
the Beſt of Kings. 

Then, as for the Pretence of the Church's 
Danger, the Cheat of That appear'd ſo notori- 
ous in its being made uſe of to advance the In- 
tereſt of the Pretender and Popery, that-it is to 
be hop'd, None are ſo weak as to be deluded by 
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it now: For if thoſe who ſurmiſe the Danger 
of our Proteſtant Church from a Proteſtant 
King, will yet maintain that it wou'd be Safe 
under a Popiſh One; I think (with ſubmiſſion) | 
there can be no Reaſon to credit what they ſay | 
on that Head. This is certain, his Majeſty has 
given us His Royal Word; that He will main- | 
tain our Church: And ſince He is ſo much Ho- 
nour'd and Eſteem'd Abroad for his known 
Probity and Steady Adherence to His Word; 
ſhall He not be truſted and rely'd on at Home 
Shall his Credit be leſſen'd, and his Perſon and 
Government traduc d and vilify'd, by Dark and 
Unjuſt Surmiſes? What has He done to deſerve 
ſuch Uſage at any one's Hands? Are we of- 
fended at his ſhowing ſome favour towards Di 
ſenters? But why ſhou'd We, who, as Children, 
have all the Honours and Preferments ſet before 
ug, grudge to let thoſe unhappy Men pick up a 
few Crumbs of Favour under their Royal Ma- 
ſter's Table, ſuch (it may be) as their being now 
and then admitted ro kiſs his Hand ? Do we 
fear they will at laſt ſupplant us? Conſidering 
the Opinions and Genius of the ſeveral Sects of 

Diſſenters among us, we may be well aſſur'd, 
no One of Them will ever come to be the Na- 
tional or Eftabliſh'd Church. What then? 
Are we jealous of their working us out of Civil 
Employments? It can't be thought His Majeſty 
will prefer a Diſſenter to a Loyal Church-Man; 
and therefore if any do really entertain ſuch a 
Jealouſy, tis becauſe their own Conſciences tell 
em, that the Diſſenters are Better Subjects than 
Themſelves, and ſo more deſerving of Favour 
at His Majeſty's Hands. How els then 1s it 
for Them to keep out Diſſenters, by only ſhow- 
ing Themſelves ſuch Duriful and Loyal Subjects, 


as 


Preach'd at Ailesbury. 


as they are oblig'd to be in point of Intereſt, 


as well as by their Oaths! Beſides, if we 
wou'd make the Caſe of the Diſſenters our 
Own, by ſuppoſing our ſelves to be Diſſenters 
in a Foreign CO? we ſhow'd certainly 
think it very hard to be ill us'd for ſerving God 
according to the Dictates of our Conſciences 
being in all other reſpects ſincerely Loyal an 
Obedient to the Eſtabliſh'd Laws. We muſt 
think the ſame then with regard to Diſſenters 
from us,or elſe renounce our Saviour's Rule of 
doing to Others as we won d they ſhow'd do to Us; 
and I am perſuaded the moſt: zealous Perſecu- 
torʒby conſcientiouſly weighing the great Hu- 
manity and Obligatory Force of that Rule, 
wou'd ſoon be made to relent, and become 
deſirous to practiſe thoſe truly Chriſtian Virtues 
of Love and Charity and Good Will towards 
all Men. 
But not with ſtanding all the Efforts that have 
been us'd againſt His Majeſty, He's ſtill alive, 
and ſecure on his Throne; and is ſtill labouring, 
with great Wiſdom and Succeſs, to promote 
the Peace and Safety of this Nation. Oh! 
cou'd thoſe brave antient Britons, who fixt our 
Conſtitution, and ſecured to their Pofterity the 
full Enjoyment of their Legal Rights, at the 
Expence of their own Blood : Cou'd They now 
rife out of their Graves, and come among us, 
How wou'd they applaud our Happineſs in being 
bleſt with ſo Juft and Wiſe and Brave a King! 
Bur then, How wou'd their Hearts ſwell with 
Indignation and Rage ; How wou'd their Faces 
be cover'd with Shame and Confuſion, to be- 
hold the Degeneracy of their preſent Deſcen- 
dents, to thatLow Degree, as to oppoſe ſo Good 
and Great a King in Favour of One train'd up in 
the 
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the Maxims of Tyranny and Arbitrary Power, 
and a perfect Bigot to the See of Rome There 
are indeed Some Noble Spirits {till left amo 

us, Some in this very Aſſembly; who have both 
the Heart and Will to contend (on a Juſt Oc- 
caſion) for their Rights and Liberties: But we 
have (God be thanked) a Prince on the Throne, 
who far from giving any Such Occaſion, is Him- 


ſelf moſt deſirous to provide for the Security of 
'em; and I think in my Conſcience, the greateſt 


Security we now have, next under God, de- 


pends on the Wiſdom and Goodneſs and Reſolu- 
tion of our King. Which leads us to 

2. A ſecond Inſtance of Honour due to Him, 
and which the word moſt properly denotes, viz. 
That we reſpe& and reverence him in our 
Thoughts and Words as God's Vicegerent on 
Earth. This, beſides its being enjoin d in the 
Text, is what we are bound to by the Duty we 
owe the Public, His Majeſty and our Selves. 
Tis true, His Majeſty, by the Help and Aſſiſt- 


ance of a Loyal Parliament, has been able to 
bear down All Oppoſers: Bur (God knows) ma- 


ny of His Loyal Subjects have been forc'd to 
bear Injuries and Wrongs, purely for their be- 
ing Such; and it muſt be own'd, that it wou'd 
very much raiſe the Credit and Intereſt of this 
Nation, to have Him ſeen to reignin the Hearts 
and Affections of All His People. He Himſelf, 
to be ſure, wou'd be extreamly delighted to 
ſee Them Happy and Contented, and pleas'd 
with his ſincere Endeavours to make em ſo. 
But can we deny Him ſo eaſy a Tribute and Ro- 
turn for all His Thoughtfulneſs and Care, for 


all the Trouble and Diſturbances He has under- 
gone for our Advantage? Tho' ſhou'd it prove 
grievous to ſome Spirits, to pay that due Tri- 


bute 


and Reyerence as is due to 
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bute of Honour to their King; yet one wou'd 
think They might be perſuaded to have ſome 
Conſideration of Themſelves. But wou'd it 
not be much more Happy for 'em, to fit quietly 
at home, and enjoy what they have, with Con- 
tentment and a good Conſcience, than to be 


woy and Malice and Deſpair ? Envy to ſee the 
more than common good Fortune and Proſpe- 
rity of our King, and the Glorious Figure He 
makes in the World: Malice in wiſhing atleaſt, 


— 


if not contriving Miſchief againſt Him; and 


Deſpair . the certain Proſpect they have, 
that they ſhall never be able to do Him any 
conſiderable Hurt. Ves, He is, He is, (God be 
* too ſtrongly ſeated on his Throne, to 
be pull'd down by the Weak Hands of a Poor 
Pretender and a Few Deſperate Men. | 
z. A Third Inſtance of Honour duc to our 
King, is to Honour Him in His Miniſters; Thoſe 
who by their. Counſel and Advice help forward 
theEnds of Government,and Thoſe who diſpenſe 
Equity and Juſtice according to our Laws. The 
Firſt in truth bear the greateſt Weight of Go- 
vernment : Therefore ſo long as they carry it 
(as they have hitherto done) with an even and 
ſteady Hand for the Publick Good, they ought 
to receive all due Honour and Aſſiſtance; and 
ſhou'd by no means be croſs'd and thwarted 
in their Meaſures, or ſo much as Evil ſpoken 
of, to the Prejudice of our Publick Affairs, 
through Private Diſguſts, or a Perſonal Diſliking 
of 'em. The latter * an Office ſo exceeding 
beneficial to Private Perſons, as well as to the 
Publick, that ſure none can be 8 to 
Flonour Them, by Rowing em ſuch Reſpect 


. tion, 


| wk and fretted with thoſe uneaſy Paſſions of 


erſons in their Sta- 
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tion, and of their Worth; by giving 'em all 
needful Aſſiſtance in the Execution of their Ot᷑- 
fice; and by being ſtrictly Honeſt and Conſci- 
entious in giving either Evidence or Verdict 
that ſo Truth and Juſtice may take Place, anc 
there may be no more Occaſion for complaining 
in our fireets. . ble En eoabet ; 
And wou'd we All thus Honour our King, with 
our Obedience, in our Hearts and Words, 

in His Miniſters, - and endeavour to promote 
Peace and Juſtice among Our Selves; what, a 
Lovely Scene of worldly Happineſs would pre- 
ſent it ſelf to our View! Then might every 


one fit ſecurely under his own, Vine, and enjoy 
what he has with an eaſy and contented Mind: 
Then wou'd Peace, and Plenty, and good 
Neighbourhood: abound in our Land; and then 
cou'd we but be perſuaded to add. thereto the 
Practice of 4 godly and of a ſober Life, how 
wou'd all about us admire our Felicity, and ſay 
(as they truly might) ſurely this great Nation is 
a Wiſe and Underſtanding People!  _ 
May then Almighty God, of his great Good- 
neſs, inſpire us All with ſuch Viſdam and U 
derſtanding, that we may conſcientiouſly 
our Own and our Country's Welfare; that we 
may fo follow and enjoy Earthly. Things, as not 
to miſs of thoſe which are Heavenly; and that 
retaining We our Minds the Fear of Gad, 
we may thereby be perſuaded to Honour our 
„„ 
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